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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN WARRANT
Cheshire, ss:
To the inhabitants of Alstead qualified to vote in town
affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said town on the thirteenth (13th) day of March, A. D. 1945
at nine o'clock in the forenoon to act on the following ar-
ticles.
Art. 1. To choose the following town officers, town
clerk, town treasurer, one selectman for three years, tax
collector, overseer of poor, one or more road agents, audi-
tors, constables, library trustees, trustees of trust funds,
fence viewers, sextons, cemetery committee, park commis-
sioner, measurers of wood and surveyors of lumber, and
other town officers required by law or as the voters may
direct.
Art. 2. To see what sums of money the town will
raise for ordinary town charges, old age assistance and
for the support of the poor.
Art. 3. To see what sums of money the town will
raise for highways, and bridges.
Art. 4. To see what action the town will take re-
garding the purchase of road equipment, including snow
removal equipment, and raise money for the same.
Art. 5. To see what sum of money the town will
raise to oil the village streets.
Art. 6. To see if the town will raise $548.27 for class
V roads and call for state assistance, the state to contribute
$2,193.08.
Art. 7. To see if the town will authorize the select-
men to draw from the general fund the unexpended bal-
ance of $547.37 raised in 1943 and 1944; the state to con-
tribute $1,094.96 for 1944, to be expended on class V roads.
Art. 8. To see if the town will authorize the select-
men to sell real estate acquired by tax sale.
Art. 9. To see what sum of money the town will
raise for the care of cemeteries.
Art. 10. To see if the town will raise $25.00 for water
rent for the town hall and watering trough.
Art. 11. To see what sum of money the town will
raise for the support of the library.
Art. 12. To see if the town will raise $40.00 for Me-
morial Day.
Art. 13. To see what sum of money the town will
raise for care of parks and playgrounds.
Art. 14. To see if the town will authorize the select-
men to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
Art. 15. To see if the town will raise $1,158.34 to
reduce state aid construction notes.
Art. 16. To see if the town will raise $862.00 for
street lights.
Art. 17. To see if the town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $77.00 (1/lOOth of 1% of the valua-
tion) to the Monadnock Region Association of Southern
New Hampshire for issuance and distribution of printed
matter, newspaper and magazine advertising, calling at-
tention to the resources and natural advantages of the
town, in cooperation with the other thirty-seven towns of
the Monadnock Region.
Art. 18. To see how much money the town will raise
to dig and maintain water holes throughout the town for
fire protection and for the support of the fire company
and for the purchase of fire fighting equipment.
6
Art. 19. To see if the town will vote to raise the sum
of $25.00 for the care of the town clock, so-called, owned by
the Universalist church.
Art. 20. To see if the town will vote to accept a trust
fund of $100.00 to be known as the Milton C. Dodge Trust
Fund and a fund of $100.00 to be known as the Heywood
Trust Fund and a fund of $200.00 to be known as the
William G. Baer Trust Fund; to be held by the town as
Cemetery Trust Funds.
Art. 21. To see what action the town will take to pur-
chase or rent and maintain land for a public dump.
Art. 22. To hear and allow accounts.
Art. 23. To transact any other business that may
come before the meeting.
Given under our hand and seal this 20th day of Feb-










BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF ALSTEAD
ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR
THE ENSUING YEAR JAN. 1, 1945 TO DEC. 31, 1945
COMPARED WITH
ACTUAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES OF THE PRE-





Year 1944 Year 1945 Increase Decrease
Motor vehicle per-
mit fees, 665 51 665 51
Sale of town prop-
erty acquired by-




Fire engine note, 500 00
,
500 00
Road note, 1,158 34 1,158 34







@ $2.00, 774 00 774 00
(b) National bank
stock taxes, 12 50 12 50
Dog licenses, 269 15 269 15
Total revenues
from all
sources, $13,525 18 $12,666 07 $859 11
*Amount to be
raised by prop-
erty taxes, 26,120 30
Total revenues, $38,786 37
*Total estimated "Revenues from All Sources except
Property Taxes" deducted from Total estimated "Expendi-










salaries, $2,779 75 $1,979 75 $800 00
Town officers'
expenses, 105 31 105 31
Election and reg-
istration ex-
penses, 48 52 48 52
Expenses town hall
and other town










Year 1944 Year 1945 Increase Decrease
Town poor, 1,700 76 1,700 76
Old age assist-
ance, 398 89 482 89 84 00
Patriotic purposes:
Civilian defense, 4 08 4 08
Memorial Day and
other celebra- '




concerts, 100 00 100 00
Public service
enterprises:
Cemeteries, 278 25 278 25
Unclassified, 653 68 653 68
Cost tax sale, 35 22 35 22
Interest:
On temporary
loans, 93 34 93 34





loans, 5,000 00 5,000 00
(b) Long term









County taxes, 1,780 32 1,780 32
Payments to school
districts, 12,962 98 12,962 98
Total expendi-




OF THE TOWN OF ALSTEAD
For The Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1944
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from the audited official records and









Land and buildings, $587,985 00
Growing wood and timber, 82,566 00
Electric plants, 33,000 00
Horses, 74, 8,925 00
Mules, 1, 25 00
Oxen, 18, 3,600 00
Cows, 284, 33,815 00
Other neat stock, 59, 5,965 00
Sheep, 26, 212 00
Hogs, 7, 150 00
Fowls, 950, 950 00
Fur bearing animals, 10, 50 00
Vehicles, 14, » 7,250 00
Portable mills, 3,700 00
Wood and lumber, 17,568 00
Gasoline pumps and tanks, 1,520 00
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Stock in trade, 9,000 00
Mills and machinery, 300 00
$777,996 00
Less soldiers' exemptions, 18,585 00
Total on which tax is figured, $759,411 00
Town tax rate, $3.00.
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND TAXES
ASSESSED IN 1944
14
Plus overlay, 329 40
Net amount to be raised by taxation,
Less poll taxes,
Less national bank stock taxes,
15
Uncollected taxes:
(a) Levy of 1944, includes special
polls, $474.00, 4,586 07
(d) Previous years, 18 91 5,332 46
Total assets, $21,092 05
Grand total, $21,092 05
LIABILITIES
Accounts owed by the town:
Due to state:
Special $3.00 poll taxes: (a) Un-
collected—due state when
collected, $474 00
Due to school districts:
(a) Dog licenses, $255 50
(b) Balance of appropriation, 11,246 00 11,501 50
Long term notes outstanding:
S. O. A. road note, 4,895 81
Total liabilities, $16,871 31
Excess of assets over liabilities (surplus)
,
4,220 74




Total taxes committed to
collector, 1944,
($1.78 int. included), $25,525 66
Less uncollected, 1944, $4,586 07
1. Property taxes, current year,
actually collected, $19,665 09
2. Poll taxes, current year, Regular
@$2.00, actually collected, 488 00
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1. Town officers' salaries, $2,779 75
2. Town officers' expenses, 105 31
3. Election and registration expenses, 48 52
5. Expenses town hall and other
town buildings, 225 38
Protection of persons and property:
6. Police department, including care
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Unclassified: 635 68
29. Costs of tax sale, 35 22
30. Taxes bought by town, 489 38
31. Frozen assets, 355 05
Interest:
32. Paid on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes, 93 34
33. Paid on long term notes, 5 67
Indebtedness:
44. Payments on temporary loans
in anticipation of taxes, 5,000 00
45. Payments on long term notes, 1,658 34
Payments to other governmental
divisions:
50. Special poll taxes @ $3.00
paid to state, $774 00
51. Taxes paid to county, 1,780 32
53. Payments to school districts, 12,962 98
Total payments for all purposes, $42,843 25
Cash on hand December 31, 1944,
Town, $9,486 45
Vilas pool, 6,273 14
15,759 59
Grand total, $58,602 84
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description Value
1. Town hall, lands and buildings, $10,000 00
Furniture and equipment, 900 00
2. Libraries, lands and buildings, 125,000 00
Furniture and equipment, 5,000 00
3. Police department, lands and buildings, 150 00
4. Fire department, lands and buildings, 3,000 00
Equipment, 3,500 00
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5. Highway department, lands and buildings
Equipment,
6. Parks, commons and playgrounds,
9. Schools, lands and buildings,
11. All lands and buildings acquired through
tax collector's deeds:










SUMMARY OF WARRANT—LEVY OF 1944
DR.
Taxes committed to collector:
Property taxes, $23,342 38
Poll taxes—Regular
@ $2.00, 776 00
Poll taxes—Special
@ $3.00, 1,212 00




Poll taxes—Special @ $3.00, 474 00




Uncollected balance as of Feb. 1, 1944:
$4,919 31
Added tax, $8 00
Interest collected, 157 73
$5,085 04
Less abatements, 82 50
Total debits, $5,002 54




Uncollected balance as of Feb. 1, 1944, $112 27
Less abatements, 93 36
Uncollected, as of January 1, 1945, $18 91
LEVY OF 1931
Balance uncollected on special warrant







Year Ending Dec. 31, 1944
RECEIPTS
Cash on hand, February 1, 1944,
L. F. Bragg, tax collector, taxes redeemed,
L. F. Bragg, tax collector, 1943 taxes,
L. F. Bragg, tax collector, 1944 taxes,
L. F. Bragg, tax collector, special poll tax,
H. C. Metcalf, town clerk auto taxes,
H. C. Metcalf, town clerk, dog licenses,
H. C. Metcalf, town clerk, filing fee,
Selectmen, borrowed in anticipation of taxes.
Selectmen, dividends from Vilas Estate,
Selectmen, savings bank tax, interest and div..




Orders drawn by selectmen.
Cash on hand, January 1, 1945,




Selectmen's orders paid, 4 570 89
Cash on hand, January 1, 1945, $6,273 14
Cash on hand as follows:
Keene National Bank, $2,051 44




We have examined the books of the Town Treasurer,
for the year ending Dec. 31, 1944, and find them correct





STATEMENT OF WITHHOLDING TAXES WITHHELD





B. H. Bragg, selectman, 1943 and 1944,
R. M. Brackett, selectman, 1943 and 1944,
B. G. Dana, selectman, 1943 and 1944,
R. H. Buss, supervisor,
E. M. Pitcher, supervisor,
B. R. Taylor, supervisor,
H. L. Estabrook, moderator,
L. F. Bragg, collector,
B. H. Bragg, clerk of fire department,
B. H. Bragg, overseer of poor,
Don W. Moore, treasurer,
H. C. Metcalf, town clerk,
L. M. Trow, auditor,
R. G. Bath, auditor,
TOWN OFFICERS' EXPENSES
Moore Bros., supplies,
Chase Book Store, treasurer's cash book,
Postmaster, postage.
Chase Book Store, tax collector's report pads,
Don Moore, tax bills,
Edson C. Eastman Co., supplies.
The Argus Press, checklists.
Ward Archer, supplies,
L. F. Bragg, postage
Don W. Moore, postage,
Leon M. Trow, auditors' supplies,




Maurice Pitcher, special police,
Willard Kelley, special police,
M. M. Metcalf, food for tramps,




Paid school treasurer, $12,962 98
Amount due school district, 11,246 00
Due on 1944 dog tax, 255 50
Balance due school district, $11,501 50
RECEIVED ON TEMPORARY LOANS
Con. River National Bank, $5,000 00
Paid Con. River National Bank, 5,000 00
Paid Savings Bank of Walpole, S. A. O. note, 1,158 34
Paid Savings Bank of Walpole, balance fire
engine note, 500 00
PAID TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL DIVISIONS
Paid county tax, $1,780 32
UNCLASSIFIED
H. L. Estabrook, treasurer, flag, $6 75
J. H. Faught & Son, adding machine rolls, ribbon
files.
Association of New Hampshire Assessors, 1944 dues,
R. M. Brackett, attending tax meeting with car,
B. G. Dana, attending tax meeting.
Sentinel Printing Co., town reports.
Chase Book Store, tax books,
Esther Bennett, recording deceased,
Winfield Chaplin, transfer cards,
Leon M. Trow, town officers bonds,
H. C. Metcalf, supplies,
B. H. Bragg, gas,
Leon M. Trow, insurance,
James Brooks, cutting log for town dump,
George G. Benware, oil,
Erwin Ward, burning town dump.
Mutual Studios, flameproofing stage curtains,
Willard Kelley, labor on car,
L. F. Bragg, collector, taxes bought by town,
B. H. Bragg, burning town dump,




B. H. Bragg, list of mortgages,
B. H. Bragg, perambulating Langdon town line,
L. F. Bragg, use of town dump,
Don W. Moore, pencils,
Maurice Pitcher, care of town clock,
R. M. Brackett, perambulating Langdon town line,
B. G. Dana, perambulating Langdon town line,
VITAL STATISTICS
Paid H. C. Metcalf,
TOWN ROADS
Amount raised, highways and bridges,
Oiling streets,
Received from state, snow removal.
Refund on road account.
Orders drawn by selectmen.
Overdraft,
T. R. A. ROADS
Amount raised, unexpended in 1944,
Amount due from town, unexpended in 1943,
ELECTION AND REGISTRATION
Guy S. Neal, ballot clerk,
John H. Allen, ballot clerk,
Herbert D. Gale, ballot clerk,
L. F. Bragg, ballot clerk,
Leon M. Trow, ballot clerk,
H. C. Metcalf, postage on ballots to Concord,




Paid C. E. Hatch, wood, $16 00
Paid William Lamb, wood, 20 00
Paid Daniel M. Metcalf, wood, 8 00
Paid Raymond Jacques, repairing roof and chimney, 70 51
Paid H. L. Estabrook, supplies, 1 84
Paid R. M. Brackett, wood, 16 00
Paid A. B. Lufkin, janitor, 50 00
Paid New England Telephone & Telegraph Co., 15 36
Paid Granite State Electric Co., 27 67
$225 38
Received from Warren Pond Grange, $40 00
Received from A. B. Lufkin, 26 50
$66 50
CEMETERIES
Amount raised, $400 00
Paid Samuel S. Craig, labor and cash paid, $141 25
Paid Leon M. Trow, labor and cash paid, . 137 00
$278 25
CIVILIAN DEFENSE
Paid New England Telephone & Telegraph Co., $4 08
FROZEN ASSETS
Orders drawn by selectmen to take frozen assets
from cash account, $355 05
INTEREST
Paid on fire truck note, $5 67
Paid on notes in anticipation of taxes, 93 34
VILAS POOL REPORT
Cash on hand January 31, 1944, $8,195 92
Received from Vilas fund, 2,648 11
Total receipts, $10,844 03
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EXPENDITURES






Drilling outlet through dam,
Cleaning pool,







REPORT OF ROAD AGENT
FEBRUARY
Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor,
C. E. Hatch, cash paid Elmer Henry,
C. E. Hatch, truck,
Frank Clark, labor,
M. S. Perkins Machine Co., labor on tractor,
Elmer Henry, labor,
Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor,
Dalton Robbins, labor,
C. E. Hatch, cash paid Elmer Henry,
C. E. Hatch, truck, plowing and sanding.
Oilman Ellis, labor, repair of tractor,
P. I. Perkins, repair of tractor,
Fred Carman, plowing snow,
Oilman Ellis, labor on tractor and express,
Dalton Robbins, labor,
Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor,
C. E. Hatch, truck,
C. E. Hatch, labor, cash paid Elmer Henry,
Oeorge Comstock, labor,
MARCH
Frank W. Whitcomb, repair of tractor,
T. S. Mann Lumber Co. Inc., lumber,
Oeorge Benware, gas for tractor,
Dalton Robbins, labor,
C. E. Hatch, truck,
C. E. Hatch, cash paid Elmer Henry,
Harold Lund, plowing snow,
P. I. Perkins Co., repair of tractor,
C. E. Hatch, cash paid Elmer Henry,




Fred Carman, truck, plowing snow,
34
Daniel Metcalf, Jr., labor, 5 20
Elmer Henry, labor, 20 80
Edwin Pratt, labor, 10 40
C. E. Hatch, labor, 19 90
C. E. Hatch, truck, 20 00
Hedge & Matthers Co., rent of wheelbarrow, 5 50
Hedge & Matthers Co., rent of mixer, 12 40
JUNE
Vermont Sand & Gravel Co., rent of pump and hose, 32 00
Vermont Sand & Gravel Co., sand and stone, 45 66
Edwin Pratt, labor, 5 20
Elmer Henry, labor, 9 16
C. E. Hatch, labor, 3 60
C. E. Hatch, truck, 24 00
Harmon Whitton, labor, 26 00
Earl Rhoades, labor, 29 00
Elmer Henry, labor, 23 40
Robert Rhoades, labor, 26 00
Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor, 2 60
Daniel Metcalf, Jr., labor, 5 20
Gale Bath, labor, 5 20
Dalton Robbins, labor, 5 20
Howard Jackson, labor, 5 20
C. E. Hatch, truck, 80 00
Bragg Lumber Co., cement, . 43 20
Elmer Henry, labor, 5 20
Harmon Whitton, labor, 20 80
Earl Rhoades, labor, 20 80
Robert Rhoades, labor, ' 20 80
Elmer Rhoades, labor, 20 80
Dalton Robbins, labor, 11 70
Gale Bath, labor, 6 50
Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor, 20 80
Carroll Hatch, truck, 64 00
Earl Flint, labor, 1 30
JULY
Earl Rhoades, labor, 28 60
Robert Rhoades, labor, 31 20
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Elmer Rhoades, labor, 26 00
Dalton Robbins, labor, 28 60
Howard Jackson, labor, 15 60
Lee Mousley, Jr., labor, 10 40
Elmer Henry, labor, 24 00
Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor, 31 20
Robert Wilson, labor, 10 40
Gale Bath, labor, 5 20
C. E. Hatch, truck, 96 00
Fred Carman, tractor, 90 00
Fred Carman, tractor, 16 25
Earl Rhoades, labor, 26 00
Harmon Whitton, labor, 33 80
Elmer Henry, labor, 20 80
Gale Bath, labor, 10 40
Lee Mousley, Jr., labor, 10 40
Howard Jackson, labor, 5 20
Elmer Rhoades, labor, 10 40
Robert Rhoades, labor, 20 80
Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor, 20 80
C. E. Hatch, truck, 82 00
Harmon Whitton, labor, 28 60
Elmer Henry, labor, 31 20
Earl Rhoades, labor, 15 60
Robert Rhoades, labor, 10 40
Gale Bath, labor, 26 00
Lee Mousley, Jr., labor, 26 00
Howard Jackson, labor, 26 00
Daniel Metcalf, Jr., labor, 10 40
Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor, 26 00
C. E. Hatch, truck, 96 00
Fred Carman, tractor, 135 00
Harmon Whitton, labor, 10 40
Elmer Henry, labor, 10 40
Gale Bath, labor, 10 40
Howard Jackson, labor, 10 40
Lee Mousley, Jr., labor, 10 40
Carrol Hatch, Jr., labor, 10 40




Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor,





C. E. Hatch, truck,




Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor,
C. E. Hatch, truck,
SEPTEMBER







Consolidated Steel Syndicate, grader blade,








C. E. Hatch, truck,















C. E. Hatch, truck,
OCTOBER











C. E. Hatch, truck,





C. E. Hatch, truck,
Fred Carman, truck and shovel.
Earl Rhoades, labor,
Elmer Henry, labor,





Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor,
Allen Young, labor,





C. E. Hatch, truck.
Earl Rhoades, labor,
Elmer Henry, labor,
C. E. Hatch, truck,
Trimount Bituminous Products Co., tar.
Earl Rhoades, labor,
Elmer Henry, labor,
H. C. Metcalf, spikes and tools,
Earl Rhoades, labor,
Elmer Henry, labor,




C. E. Hatch, truck,
C. E. Hatch, truck,









W. L. Lewis, labor,
Geo. Benware, grease for grader,
Fred Carman, cash paid Mrs. Spaulding, gravel.
Burton Dana, gravel,
Fred Carman, use of shovel and bulldozer,
W. L. Lewis, labor,
Elmer Henry, labor,
Carroll Hatch, Jr., labor,
C. E. Hatch, truck,




Amount raised, highway and bridges,
Amount raised, oiling streets.
Received from state, snow removal.
Refund on road account.
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE
SHEDD-PORTER LIBRARY
For the Eleven Months Ending Dee. 31, 1944
RECEIPTS
44
Don W. Moore, stationary and supplies,
Mary Whitton, cleaning,
Lucy Cater, cleaning,
Cleo Duncan, story hour,
E. A. Tuttle and Geo. Comstock, cutting and
trucking wood,
C. J. Newell, gas and oil for lawn mower,
C. J. Newell, fertlizer for lawn.
Total payments,
Balance on hand Dec. 31, 1944,
Deposited in Savings Bank of Walpole,
(plus interest 1943),
War Bond,
Unpaid balance in Conn. River National Bank,
8
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF THE
SHEDD-PORTER MEMORIAL LIBRARY
For the Year Ending Dec. 31, 1944
As your librarian I hereby submit my second annual
report.
The library circulation this year has increased greatly
and the total is the highest in three years. Many new read-
ers, both children and adults have signed cards this year
and the increased reading is very encouraging. The schools
also seem more and more to be using library facilities in
the line of book reports, reference work and use of the
Informative Class Room Picture Series.
Book Week was observed the week of Nov. 13-18 and
the special emphasis this year was on Children of Other
Lands. On Nov. 13th I told the children of the primary
grades stories of Hungarian, Peruvian and Pennsylvania
Dutch children. On Nov. 15th, Miss Reeder reviewed "The
Good Master," a story of Austrian children for the 5th-8th
grades. The grammar school attendance totalled about 100
children. Nov. 17th, Miss Nye who was home from Bolivia
at that time spoke to the high school group, showing pic-
tures of interesting places to which she had been and an-
swering questions about life in Bolivia. On the evening of
the 15th, Miss Langdon Bellows from the Walpole library
gave a review of the new book, "Earth and High Heaven,"
by Gwethalyn Graham for the adults which was very in-
teresting.
Story Hour this year was in charge of Miss Cleo Dun-
can, Director of Religious Education. It began January 8th
and continued every Saturday afternoon through March.
An average of 20 children attended and enjoyed stores,
plays and a Valentine Party.
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The Adventures in Reading contest sponsored by the
Congregational-Christian Conference this year was very
successful in that we placed third in our class in the state
with 33 qualified readers.
The trustees gave me the opportunity of attending the
librarian's school at the State Library for two weeks in June.
There were courses in classification and cataloguing, book
selection, library administration and work with children,
all of which were very beneficial.
There is soon to be a pamphlet file put in use which
will make easy access to state extension bulletins, reports
and other material sometimes desired by local organiza-
tions.
Two new magazines have been added to the subscrip-
tion list, "The Inter-American" and "Survey Graphic."
Number of books added by purchase, 375
Number of books added by gift, 6
Number of magazines received, 37
Daily papers, 1
Weekly papers, 2












THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the school district in the town of
A-lstead quaUfied to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall, in
said district, on the 13th day of March 1945 at 1.00 o'clock
in the afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a member of the school board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the
school board and truant officer, and fix the compensation
of any other officer or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, commit-
tees, or officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose agents, auditors, and committees, in
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see if the district will vote to make any altera-
tions in the amount of money required to be assessed for
the ensuing year for the support of public schools and the
payment of the statutory obligations of the district, as de-
termined by the school board in its annual report.
9. To see if the district will authorize the school
board to install water in the East Alstead school and raise
an amount of money for this purpose not to exceed $100.
10. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of Alstead:
I herewith submit my annual report as Superintend-
ent of Schools:
ORGANIZATION AND ENROLLMENT
Alstead has been very fortunate in retaining the serv-
ices of some excellent experienced teachers.
The following changes were made on the teaching
staff:
Virginia Spaulding of Keene Teachers College, was
elected to teach grades 3-4 in the village elementary school.
Lois Nelson is the new teacher of home economics. She
is a graduate of Keene Teachers College.
Madeline Merrill is a graduate of the teacher training
course in the New England Conservatory of Music. She was
employed to teach and supervise the instruction in music
in the village and high schools.
Gretchen Ray, a graduate of Bates College, was ap-
pointed to teach English and French at Vilas High School.
Jean Kelliher was employed to teach the commercial sub-
jects. She is a graduate of Regis College.
The schools of the supervisory union have continued
to participate in the various war emergency programs. The
pupils in all schools are investing substantial amounts in
war stamps and bonds; salvage drives have been conducted
at most of the schools; and about 250 bags of milkweed
pods were collected in the drive organized for this purpose.
Our schools continue to be affected by war conditions.
The shortage of teachers grows more acute in rural dis-
tricts. What teachers are available seek positions first in
larger communities or in consolidated schools where pay
is better, where work is in single grades or subjects, and
')()
where transportation facilities are available. Many schools
in the state opened this year with substitute teachers. Many
others have lost teachers during the school year, replacing
them only with great difficulty. The situation facing us
for another year will be even more serious.
SUMMARY OF ENROLLMENT, JANUARY 15, 1945
Vilas High School, 73
Vilas Junior High, 47
Village Primary 1-2, 18
Village Elementary 3-4, 20
Village Elementary 5-6, 25
East Alstead, 20
Total 203
Tuition pupils are enrolled as follows:
High Junior High Elementary




Total, 45 22 8
Elementary pupils enrolled in schools outside of the
district:
Gilsum village, 5





The various programs of studies recommended for the
elementary schools of the state are in the process of revi-
sion. The first of this series. Arithmetic, has been complet-
ed and is now in use in our schools. The development of
this program has been a cooperative undertaking combin-
ing the suggestions of the elementary teachers with the
results of research and the recommendations of specialists
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in this field of education. The result of this effort is the
development of an outline of work better suited to the ma-
turity of children at the various grade levels.
The distribution of operations in the fundamental
processes is indicated on a grade placement chart. Recom-
mendations are made for time allotment and the applica-
tion of the fundamental processes to number experiences
and problem solving.
Suggestions are made for constructing diagnostic tests
in all grades and for the development of remedial work in
the four fundamental operations with integers and frac-
tions.
The teaching of some of the more difficult abstract
processes is delayed and the instruction during the initial
period progresses from the concrete to the abstract form.
The program provides for individual differences in
abilities of children and for the enrichment of work for
gifted children.
One section of the new program is devoted to sugges-
tions for using the common activities of the home, school
and community in developing number concept and arith-
metic experience.
After a brief period of adjustment, this program will
develop as standard, thus unifying the work in arithmetic
in all of our schools according to the new state standards.
MUSIC
All of the pupils in the village elementary and most
of the high school pupils are receiving the benefits of spe-
cial instruction in music. The music teacher visits each of
these schools during the week to teach and to outline a
music program for the school. The aim of the special in-
struction in music is to improve vocal quality, song reper-
toire, rhythmic recognition and activity, feeling for mood,
appreciation of vocal and instrumental music, interest in
the history of music as well as the lives and works of fa-
mous composers, reading ability, and theoretical knowl-
edge—all of which may be attained through the medium
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of ear training, written work, rhythmic activity, and sing-
ing.
The high school orchestra, band, and glee club have
made public appearances during the year.
HEALTH •
194 pupils were inspected.
22 pupils were underweight.
13 pupils showed defective vision—uncorrected.
2 pupils showed defective hearing.
11 pupils showed poor posture.
137 pupils were in need of dental care.
13 pupils were advised to have throat and nose examina-
tion.
3 pupils had enlarged neck glands.
3 pupils had speech defects.
4 pupils were unvaccinated—without proper excuse.
Dental clinics were held at Vilas High School January
31 to February 7, 1944, and at East Alstead October 4, 1944
with work done as follows:
Number of pupils having dental care, 58
Number of pupils having porcelain fillings, 54
Number of pupils having silver fillings, 111
Number of pupils having extractions, 28
Number of pupils having teeth cleaned, 34
Number of pupils having dental care by their own
dentist, 25
Number of pupils having tonsil and adenoid operation, 2
Number of pupils having defective vision corrected, 5
All new and third grade pupils were given hearing
tests. A tuberculosis skin test clinic was held in September,
1944.
113 pupils were given the test.
4 pupils were X-rayed.
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STATISTICAL REPORT FOR 1943-1944
Total registration, 225
Average membership, 198.42
Percentage of attendance, 92.71
Cases of tardiness, 108
Number of pupils not absent or tardy, 4
The number of tardinesses listed above does not indi-
cate instances of tardiness due to late school busses. How-
ever, state regulations require that cases of tardiness due
to delayed school busses must be marked in the school reg-
ister, and included in all attendance reports to the state
department. It should also be noted that, under this regu-
lation, all tardinesses due to delayed busses or otherwise,
are recorded against the permanent attendance record of
the pupils affected.
VILAS HIGH SCHOOL
All assembly programs are under the supervision of
the members of the senior class.
Every Tuesday is set aside for the purchasing of war
stamps. Each class has its own cashier.
Many students showed good patriotism by bringing in
several bags of milkweed pods.
The English classes appreciate the opportunity to
visit the Shedd-Porter Memorial Library and to be able to
read some of the latest books and magazines.
A new set of Encyclopedias have been added to the
school library.
To help make the tenth anniversary of Vilas High
School long remembered, the Vilas High School basketball
team was one of the four Class C teams chosen to enter the
Annual Tourament at the University of New Hampshire.
The Vilas boys won the Class C Championship and also
had two members of the squad chosen on the "All State"
team. A beautiful plaque and gold basketballs were pre-
sented to the members of the squad. The boys were also
given a banquet by the Alstead business men.
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As in the previous year, the Girls' Council was organiz-
ed in the fall, with members elected by the girls of the stu-
dent body to act as leaders in planning the year's sports pro-
gram. Intramural competition in soccer and basketball
—
to be followed by volley ball, tennis, and softball—provides
an opportunity for the attainment by each girl of good
health habits, skills which may later be used in adult recre-
ational activities and a valuable sense of sportsmanship
and team spirit, as well as leadership abilities.
The play days in which the students participated last
spring were particularly important in developing these
attitudes of cooperation and leadership. The first, held at
Vilas, was planned by the Council with every girl in the
senior high participating, and with students from other
schools as guests and fellow players. In addition the upper
class girls attended play days at Keene Teachers College
and Springfield, Vt. Such meets give the girls valuable op-
portunities to enjoy the benefits of playing team sports
under the direction of women officials, and if transporta-
tion facilities permit, it is hoped that similar plans may be
carried out this year.
The senior group in trigonometry was able to observe
practical applications of their studies when a field trip with
Mr. Heman Chase of East Alstead gave them an opportu-
nity to become familiar with the use of surveying instru-
ments and the solution of practical problems involving
mathematical relationships discovered in class. Such ex-
periences add much to the scholastic program and the
cooperation of parents and friends in making these trips
possible is appreciated by the students and faculty.
The school paper acts as a connecting link between the
student body, the teachers, and the citizens of the commu-
nity. Its purposes are to give training in journalism; to es-
tablish standards of conduct, scholarship, and good sports-
manship; and to create a greater interest in school activi-
ties. Through the medium of the school paper the commer-
cial students learn how to cut stencils properly and effi-
ciently; and become proficient in the operation of the mim-
ograph. In the Vilas Vernacular, published semi-annually
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by the students of the Vilas High School, an attempt is
made to reflect every phase of student activity. This pub-
lication tells the school news to the student, entertains and
guides them, and also acts as a representative of the school
in the community.
A new class entitled "Auditorium Practice" has re-
cently been developed at Vilas to give the seventh and
eighth grade boys an opportunity to study the rudiments
of oral interpretation and radio technique. Poise, courtesy,
and self-assurance are the expected outcomes of this
course.
Three one-act plays were presented by the Junior and
Senior High School students on the evening of December
1, 1944. In order to include a greater participation three
one-act plays were chosen rather than one three-act play.
This enabled not only the performers but those who
worked on various committees to develop a sense of inter-
pretation and stage production through actual experience
on make-up, lighting, prompting, and advertising. Stage
direction, itself, brought about an awareness of responsibil-
ity and a stronger bond between faculty and student. Poise
and self-assurance were readily acquired during the pro-
duction.
The theme of the 1944 graduation program was "The
Four Freedoms"—Freedom of Religion, Freedom of Speech,
Freedom From Fear, and Freedom From Want. The four
honor pupils wrote and delivered essays on those subjects,
and all the members of the class took part in tableaux
representing these four freedoms: The first showing the
worshippers in a church, the second portraying a town
meeting, the third depicting a Father and Mother peace-
fully saying goodnight to their child, the fourth displaying
a table bountifully loaded with food.
The standard of scholarship in general is good. Many
of our boys have been assigned, through army and navy
tests, to various schools for special instruction.
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Warnings are sent to the parents periodically in order
that they may know the type of work being done by their
children and to prevent failures if possible.
A period is set aside daily for special help in making up
their work.
The social events have received a cordial welcome by
all the students and have been well attended. Each class is
responsible for one social during the year.
For the first few months of the school year the Home
Economics girls centered their attention on the Annual
School Fair in conjunction with the Agricultural boys. Up-
on successfully completing that project in October, the
seventh and eighth grades have been concentrating on
serving one hot dish to approximately seventy students
daily as a part of the noon lunch program. Two afternoon
teas were prepared and served by these young pupils on two
occasions for the teachers of the district.
In December the girls prepared various kinds of candy
in classes and sold it at the "Three One-Act Play" perform-
ances. The girls of the clothing class have carried on proj-
ects in grooming and have also completed the construc-
tion of one garment for themselves.
The opening of school this fall found the Department
of Agriculture with an enrollment of twenty. The towns of
Acworth, Marlow and Langdon were represented as well as
the local community. Of this number, only three were up-
per classmen. However, a strong Freshmen class more
than offset this deficit and is an encouraging aspect of the
future of such a course.
The Agricultural boys were immediately in demand to
help with the fall harvesting and farm work. In spite of
this outside work, extra school activities were promoted and
carried out. After a lapse of two years the Home Economics
and Agricultural Departments, with the whole-hearted
support of the rest of the school body sponsored the local
school fair. We were particularly fortunate in having fair
weather enabling us to handle the livestock on the athletic
field. All departments exhibiting were well represented and
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the sales booths of the classes and organizations were well
patronized. Unique displays such as the home made drag
saw attracted much interest and comment.
The state Interscholastic Judging Contest was held
at the University of New Hampshire. Much interest was
evidenced in this event and with the cooperation of Mr.
John Allen and Headmaster Metcalf, fourteen boys were
able to make the trip and participate in the judging con-
tests. When the final results were tallied, the Vilas teams
had won the poultry and dairy contests and individuals
had scored first in dairy, second in poultry, and third place
tie in apple judging.
Since the beginning of the winter months much of the
time has been spent in shop work. As in the past it is the
wish to tie this work up to the students' farm experience.
Examples of this practice being carried out, are the build-
ing of a colony brooder house and an ox scoot, forging of
metal parts for various uses, cleaning and painting of farm
machinery, and overhauling an automobile motor.
Throughout all of this work proper use of the tools and
facilities is our chief aim. It is our good fortune to have
the use of an AC Arc Welder. Much use is continually made
of this machine and the boys know its importance in farm
operation. The agricultural department is anxious to be of
service where possible in repairing machinery for farmers.
This serves the dual purpose of aiding the farmers in their
work and providing experience for the pupils.
BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT
At East Alstead the walls of the activity room were
covered with celotex. The foundation wall at the northwest
corner of the school building was repaired. The class room
walls were painted and the ceiling was whitened. The rope
was replaced on two swings. New curtains were purchased
for the windows.
The flag pole at the Vilas school was painted and a
new rope was supplied. All wood and linoleum floors were
resurfaced. The concrete floors in the locker rooms and at
the stage entrance were painted with two coats of con-
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Crete surface finish. Repairs were made on the electric
motor in the well house. Both flues from the boilers were
cleaned out. The electric master clock was cleaned and sur-
faced.
Other minor repairs were made as needed at all
schools.
I wish to express appreciation for the excellent sup-
port and cooperation received from the members of the
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Federal home economics fund,






















Other expenses of instruction,
Janitor service,
Fuel,
Water, light and janitor supplies.
$2,197
60
Minor repairs, 642 62
Health supervision, 235 00
Transportation of pupils, 3,940 77
Elementary school tuition, 417 00
Other special activities, 105 06
Tax for state wide supervision, 330 00
Insurance, 606 25
New equipment, 151 11
Lawton house, 24 55
Total payments.
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Charles E. Merrill Co.,
J. H. Faught & Son,
The Arlo Publishing Co.,
The Gregg Publishing Co.,
Edward E. Babb Co.,
South-Western Publishing Co.,
American Education Press,








Mt. Kilburn Paper Co.,
Willard Kelley,
Carl Fischer Inc. of Boston,
Other expenses of instruction:
Alstead Drug Store,
United Publishers Service,
J. L. Hammett Co.,
C. C. Birchard & Co.,





A. H. Rice & Co.,
Janitor service:
Willard Kelley, $1,329 60
Internal revenue, 20 40
Willie LaFleur, 24 00
14
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Clifford Marvin, 175 00





J. L. Hammett & Co.,
Frontier Press Co.,
Houghton Mifflin Co.,
Scott, Foresman & Co.,
University of N. H.,

















TEMPORARY FINANCIAL REPORT FROM JULY 1, 1944




Federal aid, home economics.































Balance on hand Dec. 31, 1944,
119
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REPORT OF DISTRICT SCHOOL TREASURER
July 1, 1943 to June 30, 1944
RECEIPTS
Received from selectmen, town appropriation, $16,735 52
Received from dog tax, 1943, 227 46
Received from trustees of trust funds,
Warren fund, 110 36
Received from trustees of trust funds,
Kingsbury fund.
Received from trustees of trust funds, Wells fund.
Received from trustees of Vilas fund.
Received from federal grants.
Received from state treasurer.
Received from Langdon tuition.
Received from Acworth tuition,
Received from Marlow tuition.
Received from Stoddard tuition.
Received from rent, Frances Hubley,
Received for refund from Stoddard,
Received from all other sources.
Cash on hand June 30, 1943,
Total amount available for fiscal year.
Less school board orders paid,
Balance on hand June 30, 1944, $7,916 82
12
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This is to certify that I have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statement and other financial records of
the treasurer of the school district of Alstead of which the
above is a true summary for the fiscal year ending June 30,






DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
School District of Alstead.
School Board's statement of amounts required to sup-
port public schools and meet other statutory obligations
of the district for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1945.
High Elementary
Support of schools: Schools Schools
Teachers' salaries, $9,258 00 $8,067 00
Text books, 175 00 175 00
Scholars' supplies, 295 00 230 00
Flags and appurtenances, 10 00 5 00
Other expenses of instruction, 50 00 35 00
Janitor service, 1,182 00 468 00
Fuel, 720 00 580 00
Water, light, janitors'
supplies, 440 00 360 00
Minor repairs and expenses, 350 00 150 00
Health supervision (medical
inspection), 315 00
Transportation of pupils, 200 00 4,080 00
Payment of elementary
tuitions, 148 00




Salaries of district officers (fixed by
district)
,
Truant officer and school census
(fixed by district)
,
Superintendent's excess salary (fixed
by supervisory union)
,





Total amount required to meet school
board's budget,
ESTIMATED INCOME OF DISTRICT
Federal aid, agricultural and home
economics, $800 00




Income from trust funds (estimate) , 4,500 00
High school tuition receipts
(estimate), 2,200 00
Elementary school tuition receipts
(estimate), 1,000 00








































ANOTHER ENEMY TO CONQUER
Here is a home front fig-ht that everyone can get into. Last year in
this State 558 brush and forest fires burned over 4,648 acres of land, of
which 2,788 acres were valuable timber and young growth. With available
manpower the lowest of any year since the war started, you can help
to keep this loss down by preventing these fires from starting.
Keep in mind these simple rules:
1. Always get a permit from your forest fire warden before
starting any fires in the open. Burning under certain condi-
tions is permitted.
2. Never burn unless you have enough help to control your fire
—
a permit does not excuse you of negligence in case it gets
away.
3. Always report any uncontrolled fire promptly to your forest
fire warden. Minutes lost are acres lost.
4. Be especially careful with cigarettes, matches and pipes. Smok-
ers caused most of our fires.
5. Never leave a fire unless it is dead out. You can't feel safe
while there is a spark left.
KEEP NEW HAMPSHIRE GREEN
